W. J. Bassett-Lowke

Wenman Joseph Bassett-Lowke' (1877 — 1953] inscribed a copy of his book Ships
and Men [London, George G. Harrap and Company Ltd. 1946] which he gave to my
father Gilbert Oliver Thomas. He was thanked in the Preface for his encouragement
when Bassett-Lowke was writing this history of ships and seamen, co-authored with
George Holland. Thomas first met Bassett-Lowke in 1921 after he responded to a
Press article Thomas wrote. They visited the Wembley Exhibition together in 1924
and were friends for life: a friendship of shared values and interest in trains. In my
growing up years, Mr and Mrs Bassett-Lowke visited our family once or twice a year.

Bassett-Lowke’s Northampton factory produced the rolling stock and buildings which
created the model railway my father re-designed and considerably expanded after
moving to Teignmouth, Devon, in 1938: this hobby being a long-standing passion of
his. The railway modelled the real Paddington station to the imaginary Seagood one.
Bassett-Lowke enjoyed this model railway and often photographed it (and us!). It
became surprisingly well-known because my father? and others wrote about it, and
through word of mouth. In the summer months, it was not unusual for someone on
holiday in Teignmouth to knock unannounced at the front door asking if this was the
house where the Paddington to Seagood model railway ran. It was! However busy
they were, my parents would try to find time to invite these unknown visitors in. They
had widely differing accents, jobs and reasons for knocking on the door. One young
soldier said studying this model railway’s layout in a magazine diagram he kept
folded in his pocket kept him sane on the beach at Dunkirk in World War Two, whilst
awaiting rescue under fire. He memorised every detail of the track layout.

But, back to the book Ships and Men which passed to my care. When I inquired, the
Northamptonshire Record Office welcomed the offer of this book and one by Janet
Bassett-Lowke, a niece of Bassett-Lowke. When she visited Teignmouth, she gave the
very young me a signed copy of Swimming and Diving for Women and Children
[London, Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd. 1940]. The photos are of techniques
demonstrated by her sister Vivian Bassett-Lowke, a national long-distance record
holder, national back-stroke champion of England and British native record holder.
This book might interest a sports researcher or someone interested in women’s
history.

This Ruth’s Archive deposit to Northamptonshire Record Office also includes a
requested copy of Paddington to Seagood with many references to W. J. Bassett-
Lowke (many of them model railway details) and two pages from Gilbert Thomas’s
Autobiography 1891 — 1941 which mention Bassett-Lowke. © RIJ 5/2012

"' W.J.Bassett-Lowke ran a successful quality scale model business in Northampton and he
loved good design. He asked Charles Rennie Mackintosh (1868 — 1928) the architect,
designer and artist to help remodel and furnish his Northampton home at 78, Derngate, where
in 1917 he and his bride moved in. In recent years, 78 Derngate, together with 80 Derngate,
have been restored and are now a visitor centre.

? Paddington to Seagood: the story of a model railway by Gilbert Thomas, with photos and
diagrams by W. J. Bassett-Lowke M.I Loco.E [London, Chapman & Hall. 1947]



